IMMANUEL NOBEL JUNIOR
"6. In order to surround with such mines a position that must
be held at all costs; in such a case two or three rows of mines
can be laid upon one another, in order to deal with successive
enemy attacks.
" In my communication of the i6th September, 1841, No. 2803,
I informed Your Excellency that Nobel wished to receive a gratuity
of 40,000 silver roubles if his device were accepted. Although in
order to achieve the results which are the fruit of his experiments,
he has not merely had to expend considerable time and energy,
but has also not infrequently risked his life in handling the various
apparatus, since he will not entrust them to anyone else, and
although he therefore feels that his experiments deserve to be
recognised in the manner indicated, he is prepared for the time
being to forego this reward, as he apparently does not consider
himself justified in claiming it in view of the fact that the only
experiment that he has carried out may be inadequate to convince
the Government of the real value of this discovery, and he asked
only to be granted a one and final indemnity of 3,000 silver
roubles for the expenses which he has been compelled to incur in
order to acquire a piece of land, in making his materials, in hiring
labour, and generally to cover the expenses of the preliminary
mechanical work on his undertakings, in as far as they exceed
the amount originally granted to him for carrying out Ms
experiment.
" I consider Nobel's request to be entirely justified by the facts,
and as the experiment which he carried out in my presence con-
firmed me in my belief in his statement regarding the trouble and
expense to which he has been put over a period of three years,
I would respectively request Your Excellency, when reporting to
His Imperial Majesty, to recommend to His Majesty that Nobel
be paid the amount he asks,
" I feel that I should add that Nobel receives no honorarium

